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harshness: CI am persuaded that this is a righteous judgment
of God upon these barbarous wretches, who have imbrued their
hands in so much innocent blood; and that it will tend to pre-
vent the effusion of blood for the future.'1 Unfortunately for
this defence of his severity, Cromwell was in error in supposing
that the garrison was composed of those who had participated
in the massacre of 1641. On the other hand he might have
pleaded that the usage of war sanctioned putting to the sword
those who persisted in defending an untenable town after being
summoned to surrender.
From Drogheda Cromwell marched a month later to Wex-
ford, and there too the garrison was slaughtered. God in his
providence, said Cromwell in a letter, had caused the defenders
'to become the prey of the soldier, who in their piracies had
made preys of so many families and [were] made with their
bloods to answer the cruelties which they had exercised upon
the lives of divers poor protestants*.3 Other towns surrendered
rather than risk a storm, but the approach of winter saved
Waterford.
The position at the end of the year is thus summed up by
Cromwell in writing to the Speaker of the house of commons:
'Although God hath blessed you with a great tract of land in
longitude alongst the shore, yet it hath but a little depth into
the country.'3 Cromwell left Ireland in the following spring,
entrusting to his son-in-law, Henry Ireton, and his successors,
Edmund Ludlow and Charles Fleetwood, the completion of the
conquest. They did not have to face the Irish army in the field,
for neither Ormonde nor the earl of Clanricarde (who followed
him in command) could unite the Irish factions. The war of
sieges and forays lasted until the surrender of Galway in May
1652. The attempt of the Irish to throw off the English yoke
had met with a terrible retribution, but their failure had been
due more to their own divisions than to the superior strength
of England. As a contemporary Irish poet wrote:
The Gael are being wasted, deeply wounded,
Subjugated, slain, extirpated,
By plague, by famine, by war, by persecution.
It was God's justice not to free them,
They went not together hand in hand.4
1 Letter cv (ibid., p. 469).                              * Letter cvn (ibid., pp. 486-7).
3 Letter cxvn (ibid., p. 517).          4 C. H. Firth, Oliver Cromwell (1909), p. 264.
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